CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND
Bishop’s Office – Te Taumata o te Pihopa Katorika

14 May 2020

BISHOP’S BULLETIN #8 – COVID-19
My Dear Brother Priests,
Clearly, the latest news from the Government about the move to Alert Level 2 was somewhat
disappointing for us and not what we were expecting! I know, too, that many of you will be
disappointed with the New Zealand bishops’ decision to suspend public Masses at this time.
 Yesterday I participated in a conversation with the Prime Minister, Associate Minister of
Health and Director-General of Health about the Level 2 restrictions affecting religious
gatherings. This was a very worthwhile exercise and I attach a letter which you are
welcome to share with your parishioners and communities.
 Funeral Masses are now allowed for a gathering size of up to 50 people maximum, in
accordance with the revised guidelines issued by the Ministry of Health yesterday. At
Alert Level 2, funeral directors can seek approval to allow up to 50 people to attend a
funeral or tangihanga. The Ministry must be satisfied that a range of public health
measures can consistently be met, such as physical distancing, hand hygiene and no food
and drink congregations afterwards:
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novelcoronavirus/covid-19-information-specific-audiences/covid-19-deaths-funerals-andtangihanga

What happens at Alert Level 2
From 11:59pm on 13 May, New Zealand will be at Alert Level 2. This means changes to funerals and
tangihanga.
To stop the spread of COVID-19, people should aim to have small gatherings of up to 10 people for
public funerals and tangihanga while New Zealand is at Alert Level 2.
Groups of 10 can rotate through a venue for a funeral or tangihanga. Funerals and tangihanga with
between 11 and 50 people can happen if the funeral director completes the downloadable form below
and submits it to the Ministry of Health.
Registration of intended service form (PDF, 139 KB)
An example of a contact tracing form is also available for download for funeral directors when carrying
out a service. Contact tracing form (PDF, 105 KB)
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 There can be no School Masses at this time. This will be reviewed pending the next
announcement from the Government on 25 May.
 The Diocesan office has reopened, with staff returning from Thursday 14 May onwards.
Currently meetings involving external parties cannot be held at Pompallier Diocesan
Centre. However, “internal” meetings may proceed so long as the social distancing and
hygiene requirements are adhered to. Mary-Anne has checked how this policy affects our
priests and can confirm that clergy involved in meetings with either of our Bishops will be
treated as “internal” and can therefore meet at the Centre, provided the requirements of
spacing relevant to room size and hygiene are adhered to.
 A thank you from James van Schie (Diocesan General Manager) to parishes who provided
great feedback on the Health & Safety templates for managing under Level 2. These have
been updated with your feedback and will be loaded onto the Diocesan website Parish
Portal along with all other parish administration templates – just go to
https://cdaportal.nz/covid-19/ (in the Username or Email field type CDA1848; password
new11).
 One VERY practical question which has arisen is the kind of cleaning products that might
be recommended. The Covid-19 website provides some guidance on the specific products
to look at: https://covid19.govt.nz/covid-19/how-were-uniting/cleaning-surfaces/. (For
those with freshly oiled pews, perhaps try the cleaning agent on a small section first if
using a highly concentrated product.)

Again, I thank you for all you are doing on the “front line”. May the Lord give us all renewed
strength to cling resolutely to the three ‘P’s’ at this time: prayer, patience and perseverance!

 Patrick Dunn
Bishop of Auckland
Mobile: (027) 448 6250
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14 May 2020

TO PRIESTS OF THE AUCKLAND DIOCESE

Dear Everyone,
We were all stunned on Monday when we heard that, with the move to
Alert Level 2 in our response to the Covid-19 pandemic, religious
gatherings would be restricted to a maximum of just 10 people, whereas
restaurants or cinemas or malls could host far greater numbers.
The Anglican and Catholic Archbishops wrote to the Prime Minister and
Members of Cabinet on Tuesday to share with them the sense of
disappointment that was being felt by our priests and people. You will be
aware that anger and incomprehension was also being expressed about
this on various media platforms.
On Wednesday, Minister Jenny Salesa (Associate Minister of Health as
well as Minister for Ethnic Communities and Associate Minister of
Education), invited Cardinal John Dew and myself, and a number of other
Faith Leaders, to a Zoom conference where we were joined by Dr Ashley
Bloomfield, Director-General of Health, and then by the Prime Minister,
Jacinda Ardern, who had left a Cabinet meeting for this purpose.
The Prime Minister said she deeply appreciated how difficult these days
were for Religious Leaders, and she knew how important Faith was in
sustaining people at all times but especially at moments of great crisis,
such as a death in the family or a pandemic like this.
We made the point that with social distancing and careful management
we could cope with numbers far greater than 10. A Muslim leader said his
people pray five times each day in the mosque, and they had felt they
could cope safely with 100 worshippers.

14 May 2020
Circular letter re Covid-19 Level 2 religious leaders’ discussion with Government

Page 2

The Prime Minister said New Zealand was still at a very ‘vulnerable’ stage
in what she hoped would be a rapid return to normal life. She asked for
patience for a little longer and hoped to review the limit of 10 when the
next stage of Level 2 was announced on Monday 25 May. She hinted that,
unless there was a spike in new infections, the limit of 10 would hopefully
be expanded, but probably not initially to 100. This maximum would then
be reviewed again after a further two weeks.
The Prime Minister was asked specifically how a restaurant could be
permitted to cope with a large number of diners, separated in tables of a
maximum of 10 people, whereas religious gatherings were not allowed to
do the same.
She said that the difference was that, at a restaurant, people tended still
to socialise just within their own ‘bubble’. When we go out for a meal we
chat with our companions around the table, but we do not engage with
other diners at other tables.
Religious gatherings, by contrast, tended to foster fellowship as well as
worship. She said she grew up in a small parish of perhaps 50 families,
but they all knew one another. She regarded her parish as her extended
family. When they got together it was not like a group of 10 going for a
meal at a restaurant: they would all chat with one another. This made
religious gatherings a slightly higher risk with this very contagious virus.
The Prime Minister said that the Cabinet was taking very seriously the
distress being expressed over the restrictions for religious gatherings.
She hoped that they would not continue for much longer, and again
expressed her gratitude for the support that religious leaders offer for the
spiritual lives of our citizens. We, in turn, thanked her and the Government
for the measures they were taking to keep us safe at this challenging time.
I hope this update gives some context for the decisions that were made
this week. Please God we will soon be able to gather in reasonable
numbers.

Yours sincerely in Christ

 Patrick Dunn
Bishop of Auckland

