3 RD SUNDAY ADVENT YEAR B JOHN 1:6-8, 19-28

7-12 YEARS OLD

BACKGROUND
This Third Sunday of Advent is known as
Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday. The priest will
wear a rose-coloured vestment; we light the
pink candle on the Advent wreath in
addition to the first two purple candles.
Halfway through Advent we lift the
penitential aspect of the season to enter
into the joy of God’s promise of a Saviour.
Today we break from the Gospel of Mark to
hear from the Gospel of John, who talks about John the Baptist from a slightly different
perspective. John the Baptist here is ‘a witness to tell the world about the light’. He is ‘sent
by God’ – a man with a mission, just as we have a mission. The passage calls us to recognise
the light here in our world, and to testify in whatever way we are able to that light to others.
PREPARATION
Prepare a prayer focus table with a pink cloth (Advent) and Advent wreath to receive the
Children’s Liturgy Candle and the Children’s Lectionary.
•
•
•
•

Pope Francis’ five-finger prayer card,
Liturgical Calendar Year B on the wall,
Advent Calendar chart
Scallop Shells (card or real)

Worksheets are in the folders and coloured pencils and craft
materials are in the cupboard.
A selection of Jesse Tree decorations will be available for the
children to hang on one of the Trees in the Sanctuary before
Children’s Liturgy.
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SETTING THE SCENE
The children will light three candle of the parish Advent wreath with the priest before coming
to Children’s Liturgy. The third candle is Joy. They will also put Jesse Tree decorations on one
of the trees.
Help the children remember they are still part of the Mass by asking what color the priest
was wearing, and if they remember anything that he said before they came into the room.
Introduce them to the Liturgical Calendar, Year B.

You may like to remind them of last Sunday’s Gospel. (2nd Sunday of Advent, the candle of
peace, and we are waiting for Jesus. John the Baptist said to make straight the way of the
Lord.) This week, we meet John again. Listen to what he says about Jesus today.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
You may like to ask one of the older children (a good reader) or your helper to read the
Gospel. As everyone stands for the Gospel Acclamation, the reader goes to the Lectionary
Stand.

Acclamation MP3 Maria Guzzo (NZ composer) See Auckland Diocese
GOSPEL
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John..
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
Sign of the Cross on the forhead (God be in my mind)
sign of the Cross on the lips (God be in my words),
Sign of the Cross on the heart (God be in my heart)
Gospel John 1:6-8, 19-28 (Please read from the Lectionary.)
At the end of the Gospel: The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
REFLECTION
You may like to retell the Gospel reading. Let the children respond in their own words and
then build up a discussion from there. Some of these questions below may be helpful.
•
•
•

•

Where was John? In the River Jordan.
What was he doing? Baptising people.
The temple leaders sent some people to ask John who he was:
o Was John the Messiah? (No!)
o Was John Elijah? (No!)
o Was John the prophet? (No!)
So, who was John? Jesus’ witness – telling others about Jesus.
(John is a good man, Jesus’ cousin, but Jesus is even better, the Son of God himself.
Get ready. He’s coming! And he loves us sooo much!

RESPONSE
Help the children to understand that it is not only by our words, but also our actions that we
give witness to Jesus. Remind them of the Advent Calendar and discuss what actions they have
been doing during the week. These are witnessing Jesus in action.
Give each child a John’s shell – explaining they remind us of John baptising people at the River
Jordon to cleanse their hearts for Jesus. Encourage the children to think of ways they can be a
witness to Jesus in their words and actions. Is there someone who they would like to bring
closer to Jesus? Allow the children to come forward and announce what they have decided as
they place them around the centrepiece. It may help to use the Advent Calendar as a guide,
asking the older children to take turns reading out one of the suggestions.

As they give an example, encourage them to persevere in practising one good thing for
Jesus each day. What we practise we get better at.
Conclude in prayer together for the strength to prepare the way for Jesus by staying faithful
to our Baptisms. Place the bowl of water in your prayer space. Invite the children to make
the sign of the cross with the water as they make a silent promise to God to be a better
witness of Jesus.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful.
And kindle in them the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
And you will renew the face of the earth.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
WE BELIEVE
Relating to the Creed what you have shared with the children, ask this series of questions
and invite the children to reply, ‘I do.’
•
•
•

Do you believe in God the Father who loves us and sent us his Son?
And, do you believe in his son, Jesus Christ, the light of the world?
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit the Lord and giver of life?

WE PRAY
We also use the gifts of our hands for prayer. Show them the Pope Francis five-finger
prayer. Using Pope Francis’ hand, lead them in composing prayers. Again, try to relate the
prayers to the reading by saying, ‘John the Baptist reminds us to witness our trust in Jesus
as we now pray……’
Respond to each prayer with:
•
•

Leader:We Pray to the Lord.
All:Lord, hear our prayer.

Here are some suggestions:
•
•
•

We pray for our family and friends, that they may feel the love of Jesus this
Christmas.
We pray for our parents and teachers, that they help us to remember that Christmas
is Jesus’ birthday.
We pray for Pa Peter, Fr George and Fr Tony, that they may be especially good
witnesses to Jesus.

•
•

We pray for people in the world who may not be able to come to Church on
Christmas Day because of Covid-19.
Lord, we know we may be the answer to someone else’s prayer by doing the right
thing. Let us help you answer prayers in all we do.

We make all our prayers through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
DISMISSAL
The children join the main assembly during the Offertory. Record the number of children
who attended Children’s Liturgy, and clear the floor and return to Mass yourselves to
prepare for Eucharist.
Jon the Entrance and Exit processions – as Ministers of the Word for children.
After Mass, please return and tidy the room for the next Mass.

